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half of the poisoning victims are chil-
dren under the age of 6.

The conveniences most of us take for
granted can be dangerous for our chil-
dren. The household cleaner we use to
keep our counters and floors clean, the
fertilizer that keeps our lawns green,
the products we use to keep our yards
and homes free of vermin, all can bring
tragedy if they fall into the hands of an
innocent child.

People in my own state Michigan are
lucky to have a regional poison control
center conveniently located in Grand
Rapids. There clearly is a need for this
office, which handles approximately
50,000 calls a year and has taken over
800,000 calls since opening its doors in
1977. Like other poison control centers,
the one in Grand Rapids deals mostly
with accidents involving children
under age 6.

As the parents of three children, all
of them under age 6, my wife Jane and
I have become deeply disturbed about
these sky-high poisoning statistics. Be-
cause of this concern, we have gotten
involved in an effort to strengthen ex-
isting and future poison control cen-
ters and to set up a 1-800 toll-free hot-
line. We also want to help establish a
national media campaign to make peo-
ple aware of the availability of poison
control resources in their commu-
nities.

That is why I am proud to be cospon-
soring the ‘‘Poison Control Center En-
hancement and Awareness Act.” This
legislation would: establish a toll-free
number to make sure that all Ameri-
cans have access to poison control
services; implement a nationwide
media campaign to educate the public
and health care providers about poison
prevention and to advertise the new,
nationwide toll-free number; and estab-
lish a grant program to help certified
poison control centers prevent and pro-
vide treatment recommendations for
poisonings. The total amount of grant
funds available will be $25 million each
year from 1999 to 2001. These funds can
be used to supplement other Federal,
State, local or private funds.

Mr. President, too many of our chil-
dren stumble across dangerous chemi-
cals right in their own homes. Too
many of them suffer often tragic con-
sequences when they unknowingly in-
gest these poisons. I believe we should
do everything we can to see to it that
our children do not suffer in this way.
At very small cost, the ‘‘Poison Con-
trol Center Enhancement and Aware-
ness Act” will provide increased access
to poison control centers and help peo-
ple who are trying to prevent and treat
poisoning.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation.e

————

THE DAIRY REFORM ACT OF 1998

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
I rise in support of S. 1982, the Dairy
Reform Act of 1998, introduced by my
colleague from Minnesota, Senator
RoD GRAMS. The Federal Dairy Pro-
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gram was developed in the 1930’s, when
the Upper Midwest was seen as the pri-
mary reserve for additional supplies of
milk. The idea was to encourage the
development of local supplies of fluid
milk in areas of the country that had
not produced enough to meet local
needs. Six decades ago, the poor condi-
tion of the American transportation in-
frastructure and the lack of portable
refrigeration technology prevented
Upper Midwest producers from shipping
fresh fluid milk to other parts of the
country. Therefore, the only way to en-
sure consumers a fresh local supply of
fluid milk was to provide dairy farmers
in those distant regions with a boost in
milk price large enough to encourage
local production—that higher price re-
ferred to as the Class I differential. Mr.
President, the system worked well—too
well. Wisconsin is no longer this coun-
try’s largest milk producer. This pro-
gram has outlived its necessity and is
now working only to shortchange the
Upper Midwest, and in particular, Wis-
consin dairy farmers.

The Dairy Reform Act of 1998 is very
simple. It establishes that the min-
imum Class I price differential will be
the same, $1.80/hundredweight, for each
marketing order. As many of you
know, the price for fluid milk increases
at a rate of approximately 21 cents per
100 miles from Eau Claire, WI. Fluid
milk prices, as a result, are nearly $3
higher in Florida than in Wisconsin,
more than $2 higher in New England,
and more than $1 higher in Texas. This
bill ensures that the Class I differen-
tials will no longer vary according to
an arbitrary geographic measure—like
the distance from Eau Claire Wis-
consin. No longer will the system pe-
nalize producers in the Upper Midwest
with an archaic program that outlived
its purpose years ago. This legislation
identifies one of the most unfair and
unjustly punitive provisions in the cur-
rent system, and corrects it. There is
no substantive, equitable justification
to support non-uniform Class I dif-
ferentials in present day policy.

USDA’s Federal Milk Marketing
Order reform proposal is currently
being considered. It is long past the
time to set aside regional bickering
and address the problems in both op-
tions presented under the proposed
rule. The Dairy Reform Act of 1998 will
not adversely affect the modest reform
of Option 1B as offered by Secretary
Glickman. It will take Option 1B a step
further and lead the dairy industry
into a more market oriented program.
Also producers will still be able to re-
ceive payment for transportation costs
and over-order premiums. This meas-
ure would finally bring fairness to an
unfair system. With this bill we will
send a clear message to USDA and to
Congress that Upper-Midwest dairy
farmers will never stop fighting this
patently unfair federal milk marketing
order system. After over 60 years of
struggling under this burden of in-
equality, Wisconsin’s dairy industry
deserves more; it deserves a fair price.e

S3797

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT T. STAF-
FORD ON HIS WORK FOR THE
VERMONT RED CROSS

e Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to retired U.S.
Senator Bob T. Stafford. The Central
Vermont-New Hampshire Valley Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross is hon-
oring Bob with its most prestigious
award at a dinner to be held at the
Capitol Plaza Hotel in Montpelier,
Vermont on May 7, 1998. He will receive
the Chapter’s Volunteer of the Year
Award, in recognition for his six years
of service on the Board of Directors
and his sterling leadership of the its
capital campaign, ‘‘Building for the
21st Century.”

Bob was elected to the Board of Di-
rectors in 1992, and has served on a
number of committees, including fi-
nancial development and the executive
committees, as well as chair of the cap-
ital campaign committee. He led the
last committee by identifying and ac-
quiring major lead gift pledges for the
$1 million campaign, initiated in 1997.

Before joining the Red Cross Chap-
ter’s Board, he provided leadership for
several significant disaster fund-rais-
ing campaigns, including the effort to
raise funds to support recovery oper-
ations during the 1992 flood that rav-
aged downtown Montpelier. He was
also honorary chair of several special
events to raise funds to support the op-
erating expenses of the Chapter.

In addition to these honors, the
Chapter is hosting the dinner as a cele-
bration and recognition of the long-
time service of the state of Vermont.
Bob has served the state of Vermont as
Attorney General, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Governor, U.S. Representative
and U.S. Senator. His name is now re-
vered by college students throughout
the country for his development and
support of legislation creating student
loans and his leadership in efforts to
preserve the environment. His support
of vocational education is memorial-
ized in his home town of Rutland,
where the Stafford Technical Center
serves the needs of hundreds of Rutland
County students.

His name is also affixed to the Robert
T. Stafford Disaster Relief Act, which
allows various federal agencies to
make preliminary advance prepara-
tions in response to disasters before
their official declarations.

I am pleased that my friend and
former colleague is being recognized
for this longstanding efforts in support
of the community. Bob represents the
best of Vermont and has set the exam-
ple we should all strive to emulate.®

—————

APPOINTMENTS BY THE VICE
PRESIDENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 4355(a), appoints
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
REED), At Large, to the Board of Visi-
tors of the U.S. Military Academy.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-02T13:32:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




